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The 8-year-old’s shocking murder at
a 1951 carnival would echo for decades
in Delaware County’s consciousness.

By JOHN M. ROMAN-
OF the Times Stalf

Their father was in jail, and
their mother wenl 10 a prayer
meeting, so the threc AlshofT chil-
dren —- Lamar, 16; Jane Marie, 8;
and &-year-old Pan] — decided to
g to the camival en their awn.,

Their left their Booth Streel
home in Chester’s McCaffery
Village project shortly afier din-
ner on April 26, 1951, heading to
the Penn Premicre Shows on Post
Road in Trainer.

But camivai operators would
not let Lanar inside with his bike
and he went home. Jane Marie
and Paul met a friend, 7-year-old
Betty Shea. At one point during
the evening, Betty saw Jane
Marie whispering with 30-year-
old Ferris wheel operator William
Redmond, but Jane Marie wonld-
n’t say what was going oa.

1t was “a secret,” Jane Marie
told her.

The children got separated, and
eventually Betty and Paul went home.
When Jane Marie didn't folfow, her mother
[nez sent Lamar back fo the fairgrounds to
gt her.

She couldn’t be found. Lamar went 1o the
police.

Shostly after midnight, Trainer
Patrolman Herman “Whitey” Triplatt dis-
covered Jane Marig’s tiny body on the fron
seat of a truck near a giant spotlight at West
Fourth and Price streets.

The Claytor Scheol second-grader, who
leved animals and birds, had been sexually
assaulted and smothered. Someone helda
hand over her mouth and nose —- apparent-
Iy to stifle her outery.

Grease stains o the shape of a hond were
found on her underpants. Chovolate candy
wrappers were on the floor and in one of
her boots.

Cops try to crack case

The murder stuaned the county.
Headlines hlared the news. )

There were 2,600 people at the carnival
that night. Police had 2,000 suspects, Chicf
County Detective Fred Jack said.

Barkers, ticket-takers, concession work-
ers, dancing girls, human eddities and dare-
devils were fingerprinted and gritled before
the show lefl town. Police questioned and
released four suspects. -

But lawmen soon zeroed in on Redmond,
who was interrogated but denied involve-
meni. He guit the carnival aRer it left fown,
failing to even collect his pay before he left.

Anthorities learned that Redmond had a
long criminal record dating back to 1928,
including being detained in Ohio youth
facilities for sexual attacks on preteen girls.

A warrant was issued for his amest eight
months later — Jan. 3, 1952, It was never
served.

Redmond had vanished, -

Potice tried ta find him, Ons even went
undercover, working as a carmy with the
carmnival 1o search for clues.

But at the time of Jane Marie’s death
there were no computers or a National
Crime Information Center to keep tabs on
fugitives, Fingerprinting was the primary
investigative tool. DNA 1esting didn’t exisy.

Triplett, who became borough palice
chief six months after joining the force, quit
his post after three years fo get a better-pay-
ing job.

‘When Triplett left, Joha J. Flannery
became Trainer’s chief. He inherited the
puzziing case —- and empty £les. “No one
really knows what happened fo them,”
Flannery tald the Puilv Times many years
later.

Redmond lived quictly uader his own
name, He was later traced to 2 copper mine

out west, bt 1t was closed by a strike. He
spent the next 36 years living the itinerant .
hife of a merchant marine, miner and tmck
driver.

The so-called “Camival Muzder” case fell
irzto limbo for nearly four decades.

A death remembered

But it was dusted off' in Oetober 1985
when incoming Trainer Chief Hubert
Morris, who died in December 1997,
became cirious sbout the missing files and
asked State Trooper Malcolm Murphy, an
experienced child sex-crime investigator,
for assistance.
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William Redmond, at far left, was
arrested for the slaymg 36 years |
tater. Buf the case was derailed whe.
allegations emerged that then-Traint
Police Chief Herman Triplett, left,
may have been the killer.

Murphy dug up an Sﬂﬂ-pap,e file ot the
case in the county courthouse, He speat th
next two years diligently tracking clues.

The persistent frooper ran Redmond’s

name and birth date through a computer

check and pot a hit in the Nebraska motor
vehicle files.
Murphy headed west, to Grand Island.
In January 1988, he came face-to-face
with Redmond, then 66, Murphy would
fater contend that's when Redmond con-
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Jane Marig when she staried:

. ‘BExactly 36-years and nine
.months after the slaying,
‘Redmond = suffering from
acuig.emphysema and a

fessed, admitting he xilled 3

snch'a disclosure-wi
‘jeopardize other cases. "’

"William “Ryan ‘appealed her':
ruling, Prescott allowe

-Redmond to go home. - -

On Jan. 21992, he died .

from complications. from
emphysema at g nursing

As then-Diswict Attorney

heart condition — retumed  home, Eight days later, the .

via. train-to Delaware : Pennsylvania- . Supreme .

T ; Times fie p_i':voto.ls o
-State Trooper Malcolm Murphy, Willlam Redmend - -

" County on Jan, 26, 1988,
But.the case was far from
. closed.: Getting a conviction
from the ruins of an investi-
gation nearly four decades
old wouldn’t be easy, sever
zl attomeys said,
-"-The top detectives weze
dead. Thefe was no pre-
served physical evidence,
All authorities had were

two verbal confessions |

given to Murphy in the

Nebraska sheriff*s office

and on the train in lowa.

They were neither taped nor
- signed. :

e Defense AﬂSfHéI'MicﬁaéE

Coust affirmed Prescott’s

h and Trainer Police Chief Hubert Morris, Teft to right,
decision.

- arrive in. Pacli-onJan, 26, 1988, above; at right, a

With Redmond’s dealh, .

the case was clesed, Ryan
decided. ’

Questions linger
After Redimond’s amest,
authorities across the coun~

cemetery worker points. out Jane Marie Ahoif's
unmarked grave that year, - T

. chief left Trainer, he headed  Ridley Township, wha was
outi with a teenaged pirl.

Triplent is now deceased. ;
Malioy staunchly befieves

try traged his sieps .and
reopened other unsolved
murders. He was called a
suspect in several girls”
slayings in New. York,
Connectient — and just
recently, in Michigan.One
victim was the H-year-nld
granddaughter of a former

~Malloy claimed that the  governer of Wyoming.

- confesstons were coerced,

ning twist. At a pretrial

None have been solved. .
Today, Malloy -still

Redmond would have been |

found et muilty, -
“The arrest of Redmond

didn’t solve the case - it
created more questions than
it resolved,” he said. -

Murphy retired a year ago
and could hot be reached
for comment. .

Jang Marie’s surviving
siblings still have painful

belteves Fripleil was ife

- FTENOTIES, - ... -

“hearing, Murphy — on the

Killer. He said when the

sland — testified that 3 con<*7
fidential informant once -
;told him someone else com-
mitted the crime:

Former Trainer Police -

Chief Herman Triplett.
Malloy said records
. _Showe € Ccasgé was

Her oldést sister, Ruth
Althoff Fitzpatrick of

about 14 at the time of the:

killing, doesn’t tike the con-
tinued attention the case
receives. “1 don’t kmow why
the news media keeps
bringiag this up,” she said.
Paul Althoff'died in [987.
Lamar Althoff, now a &4
year-old resident of King
George, Va., remembers

"being treated roughly by,

detectives who questioned
him repeatedly as a suspect.
“1 was taken to Media and

‘given lieidetector tgsts but
"nothing ever became of it

he said,

ks '}=_in'thel'ini'!taliw¢eks fol-
lowing her slaying, “I ‘don’t
think they {poiice} did

everything they could. Once

the carnival left town, the.

¢ase was put in a drawer
somewhere, -

“I don’t think authorities
put that tnuch effort into it

... never told us what was-
going on or kept in touch

with us,” Lamar said,
He’s not convinced

Redmend was the killer, He
said last week he never.
-~ heard Triplett was a suspect, -

“It (the murder) was quite’

. -a.shock ... because thin
like that just didn’t happe
in those days, Althoff said
". “Ryan — now director
the eriminal faw division
" tiie state Attorney Genera
office —-still believ
Murphy got the right man
~*Redmond ... wast
brought to-trial, but he w
never cleared: either ~— a

. his confession o’ Malco!
Murphty is siill-there ... a
is credible,” Ryan said.

- “We'll never know :wl

:the putcome would ha
been” o

."_Iebpened affer the [ofor:

_informagion.” ¥
_charged that Tripiett was

- qmant lipped authorifies that
r:pleft *“was the killer and [ .
—nobody wauld sct an the.

known to “brytalize™ pris-
eoners and vagrants,

County Judge Rita -

Prescott barred Murphy —
the state’s only wiiness —
from taking the stand unless
he identified the informant.
Murphy refused, saying

* - Beyouhave questons
‘eommeanis? Want d-.
“ug aboul a story-that's impor-
Adanl to; you? Call Aszistant
*Gity. Editor Jog Hart at 822-
- B804, :
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SOVEREIGN HAS A NEW HIGH-YIELD
ACCOUNT TO HELP YOU SUCCEED.

WHAT’S YOUR BANK DONE LATELY?

Just use your CheckCard. Or write as many checks as you wish.

ﬁ Sovereign Bank

Success s confidence. We can belp you get there™

With Savereign’s new Pinnacle Account, yeur money is torally liquid.

Call toll free 1-877-SOV-BANK (7-877.768-2265). Weekdays SAM 1o SPM, weekends 8AM 1o SPM.

wiww.sovereigabank.com

* Al Percentage Yietd (APYL Yo must deposit o micimum of S15.000 ta opeir o Pinnacle Account. APY scenrate o5 of pablication date for accownt balances uf $30008
or more. Rate is snbjeet W clninge af any tivee withowt prior aotice. Member FDIC,




